Heavenly Thinking, Earthly Living
Colossians 3:1-17 – July 11, 2010
Sermon Notes

Heavenly Thinking

The “Walk” of Faith

Earthly Living
Discussion Questions

1. Instruction & Discussion on Colossians 3:1-4:  What does it mean, and what does it look like to set our heart affections on things above, and have our minds controlled by things above instead of things on earth? 
     Application:  What is most often on your mind: things in heaven or things on earth? How has setting your mind/heart on an earthly thing affected how you related to: a) people, b) money, c) time, d) God?
2. Instruction & Discussion on Colossians 3:5-14: Contrast the list of clothes of the earthly nature (v. 5-9) with the list of clothes to put on the new self (v. 12-14).  What is involved in putting off – putting on the old clothes/new clothes?

     Application:  How do these two lists and these two natures help you to see your spiritual bankruptcy and the riches you have in Christ? Have you found that you are moved to set your affections on Christ when you see that you are “dearly loved”? Has this response to God’s love led you to live differently?

3. Instruction & Discussion on Colossians 3:15-17: What is the peace of Christ and how can that peace rule how you interact with others? What does it mean to have the word of Christ “dwell in you richly”? How can your earthly living be changed if who and what you are is not changed by God on the inside?

     Application: What can you do this week to spend more time and energy hanging out with Jesus and His word? How might God change you and fill your earthly life because you meet with Him in such heavenly thinking?

4. Memorization: Read Psalm 119:9,11. Would you consider memorizing and meditating upon Colossians 3:16-17 this week? Ask someone to call or text you a few times this week to follow up on this exercise of seeking God by faith in His word.
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