Faith in God, in Each Other, & in Prayer
Acts 1:1-26 – March 7, 2010
Sermon Notes

Faith in God
Faith in Each Other

Faith in Prayer
Discussion Questions

1.  Discussion & Instruction on Acts 1:1-11: Luke refers to his first book – the Gospel of Luke – why does he say he wrote about “all that Jesus began to do and to teach”?  What proofs that he was alive from the dead did Jesus give (cf. Matt. 28, John 20, Luke 24, 1 Cor. 15:3-8)?  What proofs of Jesus’ resurrection has built up your faith in God that would make sense to your non-believing friends?  How has Jesus’ physical departure led to his presence and power in your life by the Holy Spirit?  What is your Jerusalem?  What is your Judea & Samaria?
Application: Who are the people you could ask God to help you love with his love?  What one thing could you do to live out Jesus’ way of living and teaching so that they could see God’s power?  In what ways are you “looking intently up into the sky” and need God’s messengers to gently remind you to start doing what he instructed?
2.  Discussion & Instruction on Acts 1:12-14: Luke says “they all joined together constantly in prayer”, or “with one mind were continually devoting themselves in prayer”, or “with one mind were continually devoting themselves to prayer …”  Given what they had experienced leading up to Jesus’ death, what could have caused them to no longer believe in each other?  What faults or differences had they put aside?  What focus from Jesus was now on their minds.
Application: What purpose of God do you see He has for your church and your group from this passage?  What steps can you take to express your faith in each other to accomplish God’s purposes?
3.  Discussion & Instruction on Acts 1:15-26: What big decisions did the apostles face that required a very practical answer to prayer?  To what indicator did they look to be led by God (cf. 1 Chron. 26:13-16)?  How does God lead us by our learning to apply biblical wisdom to our circumstances?
Application: What big decision are you facing as a group where you can pray together to see how God is leading you?  How can praying with others for a common mission (one that is beyond your natural ability) enhance your own prayer life?  What plans can you make to devote yourselves to prayer together more often?
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